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Multispectral Solutions, Inc. (MSSI) wishes to express its concern over recent ex parte filings1,2

implying that a failure by the FCC to act quickly in this proceeding will possibly weaken the
U.S. military, jeopardize lives and/or cause U.S. ultra wideband (UWB) companies to go out of
business.  Such submissions do absolutely nothing to help resolve the important technical issues
which remain to be answered before an appropriate rule making can be made.

First of all, it should be noted that the Government and military use of ultra wideband technology
does not rely upon the use of systems or devices which fall under FCC Part 15 restrictions.
Government/military systems often require significantly greater power levels, restricted or
shared operational frequencies and unique performance features that often extend well beyond
the limitations of Part 15 devices or systems.  Indeed, one of the Government's primary concerns
throughout this proceeding has been that the proliferation of commercial Part 15 UWB devices
may adversely impact its ability to use systems critical to national defense and safety of life.

Secondly, it is certainly noteworthy that several police, fire, medical and educational
organizations have recently petitioned FCC Chairman Powell to "quickly move forward to allow
this new wireless technology to be put to use in the service of public safety, education and public
health"3.  However, it must be pointed out that since 29 June 1999, Time Domain Corporation
(TDC) has had a waiver from the FCC to sell up to 2,500 UWB devices to "supply police
departments with a communications system that will provide law enforcement officers with a
means of covert communication and to provide radar systems that will enable fire and rescue
personnel to determine the location of persons inside damaged, burning, or smoke filled
buildings."4  Waivers were also granted to Zircon and U.S. Radar to permit the sale of through-
the-wall sensing and ground penetrating radars.  These conditional waivers were specifically
authorized to help in assessing the impact of UWB devices on the RF environment.  Ironically,
the lack of "real world" data is what TDC is now claiming as the weakness in UWB interference
test data from the NTIA and others.

                                               

1 Time Domain Corporation, ex parte submission to ET Docket 98-153 dated 28 September 2001.
2 XtremeSpectrum, Inc. ex parte submission to ET Docket 98-153 dated 5 October 2001.
3 National Fraternal Order of Police et al., letter to Chairman Powell re: ET Docket 98-153, dated 20 September

2001.
4 http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Engineering_Technology/Public_Notices/1999/da991340.txt



Finally, the role of the FCC, as established by the Communications Act of 1934, is to regulate
interstate and international communications by radio, television, wire, satellite and cable.5  By its
cautious actions in this proceeding, the FCC has correctly demonstrated that proper regulation
requires a thorough understanding of the potential consequences of such regulation.  Clear
distinctions must be made between the potential of a new commercial technology such as UWB,
and the reality of existing, viable multi-billion dollar industries currently making use of the
spectrum.  UWB is indeed a complex phenomenon, and as shown in this proceeding, one not
readily amenable to the narrowband analyses of the past.  It is highly commendable that the FCC
and NTIA have taken the appropriate steps to thoroughly understand this unique technology and
its potential impact on safety of life and safety of flight systems.  Indeed, a quick move by the
FCC to save certain UWB companies from “going out of business” does not seem to be in the
best interests of this Nation.

MSSI once again requests that the FCC issue a Further Notice for Proposed Rule Making before
proceeding to a Report and Order in this proceeding.  As pointed out above, the additional time
required for an FNPRM will not weaken the U.S. military, jeopardize lives and/or cause U.S.
ultra wideband (UWB) companies to go out of business.  Rather, an FNPRM will provide an
unique opportunity to further guarantee that UWB technology can properly enter the marketplace
and create an industry which can join the ranks of existing, viable spectrum users without cause
for incessant conflict or litigation.
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5 http://www.fcc.gov/aboutus.html


